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American Japanese 


A year ago when the United States citi- 
zens of Japanese origin on the Pacific Coast 
were uprooted from their homes and put in 
concentration camps, our listening posts re- 
ported to us that much of the action was 
rash and unnecessary, and that the situation 
might have been handled in a much more 
lawful and democratic way. 

We reported this to our readers—a re- 
port which ran quite contrary to popular 
feeling at the time. The facts now confirm 
and vindicate that report. In a recent in- 
terview, Dillon Myer of Washington, D. C., 
the man in charge of the entire government 
Japanese relocation project, stated ‘“The 
Japanese who were born in the United 
States are loyal to our country and our 
flag.” He then proceeded to make it clear 
that the F.B.I. has known all about which 
Japanese were potentially dangerous and 
has them in special custody. Mr. Myer 
also revealed that some 5,000 Japanese 
Americans are already in the United States 
Army and that there are 23,000 others be- 
tween eighteen and thirty-eight years of age 
who will soon be inducted now that the 
hysteria has passed. 

Aside from this important statement, 
which of course was given very little op- 
portunity to reach the public, there has been 
the well-known announcement by Secretary 
Stimson that Japanese Americans may join 
the Army. We point out the fact that the 
Stimson announcement was made when, as 
stated above, there were already 5,000 Jap- 
anese inthe Army! That fact has not been 
brought to public attention. 


It has been clear now for some time 
that those Japanese who were not American 
citizens and who were potential fifth col- 
umnists, could have been handled much 
more effectively and justly from the stand- 
point of the rights of the Japanese American 
citizen. That this lesson has been learned 
is proven by the fact that the Japanese in 
Hawaii 2,000 miles nearer Japan and in the 
very heart of our defense system, have been 
left free to move about. Many of them are 
rendering valuable services to their com- 
munities and nation. There the F.B.I., 
without the interference of hysterical and 
self-promoting politicians, have kept the 
situation well in hand. 


Count Each Mouthful 


Again let us warn you that another deep 
cut is coming on this whole food rationing 
business. The tip-off in Washington is 
that by May or June we will be having to 
count every mouthful. The talk in Wash- 
ington is that military and lend-lease needs 
for food will be half again as great as they 
were in 1942; they will take about one-fifth 
of our total food production. More than a 
quarter of our meat, for instance, a third 
of our eggs and half of our output of canned 
vegetables will have military and lend-lease 
destinations. 

These facts add up to stricter rationing 
and a heavier draft on resources than many 
of us are prepared for. 


Sugar — Tin 

There are two situations existing in the Western Hemisphere which are a severe 
discredit to our widely-voiced, righteous war aims. 

First—Puerto Rico. Reports in many papers would indicate that much of Puerto 
Rico’s population is in revolt against Governor Tugwell. Tugwell, as a New Deal 
social reformer, had already won the lasting enmity of our industrial aristocracy before 
he was appointed governor of Puerto Rico. Hence the papers have played, up his 

“failure” in Puerto Rico. 

Here are the facts, brought to light by Catholic sources and international labor 
organs. Puerto Rico is a one-crop island—sugar. The large sugar interests have 
gained control of most of the land in spite of laws forbidding corporations from owning 
large holdings. When the new workers-farmer party had won power in the legisla- 
ture and insisted on enforcing the land laws, the sugar interests, financially centered in 
Wall Street and powerfully represented in Washington, got into action. They sought 
to remove Tugwell who had been giving every possible encouragement to the worker- 
farmer party. They controlled all news releases out of Puerto Rico so the American 
public has heard but one side of the story—and the wrong side at that! 

The second situation concerns Bolivia. Bolivia has just experienced a disgraceful 
incident. You may have seen a few garbled items concerning it in the press. A brief 
outline of the facts will help. The tin of Bolivia is owned by one man—the very rich 
Senor Patino. Recently there have been strikes in the Patino mines. International 
labor organizations have revealed that one of the most sordid laboring situations imagin- 
able has been existing in these tin mines. The owners have ruthlessly exploited and 
suppressed the workers. Hence the strike. However, the United States wanted that 
tin for munitions and wanted it without interruption. United States Ambassador Boal, 
who is said to have been fond of life with the Patinos, is accused of using his influence 
to break the strike and force the miners back into their pits without alleviation of their 
suffering. The State Department has thrown a veil of secrecy over the whole thing 
but tin has developed a peculiar odor around Washington. 


Schools and the Army 


America is facing a grave problem as the military authorities of our country grad- 


ually increase their grip on our educational institutions. To estimate the probable ef- 
fect of this military control over our schools and what remains of our colleges, we 
have only to look at the colleges where it has been in control for years. Annapolis and 
West Point are hardly models of what most Americans would like our colleges to be. 

It is an apen fact that when the war came, the training in both institutions was 
completely behind the times in the whole technical setup of the blitzkrieg tactics on 
land, sea and in the air. While the whole world knew what new tactics had been 
developed in Europe, our military leaders remained unprepared, unaware, blinded by 
tradition. Only by entirely revamping our armed forces have we become formidable 
in war. 

Some years ago a graduate of Annapolis in the Naval Reserve wrote a revealing 
article for the Forum, appropriately entitled, “Annapolis, Stronghold of Mediocrity.” 
The author was, of course, suitably disciplined but his criticism (which applies equally 
well to West Point) still holds good. 

This is the basic issue involved in the struggle now going on behind the scenes be- 
tween educational leaders in America and the war authorities who are trying to force 
our entire educational system into the war machinery. And then beyond this issue is 
the still larger one—What is education for, to enlarge man’s mind and heart or to 
make him an efficient obedient cog in the machinery of state? 


Educate to Hate? 


Almost completely suppressed has been the recent statement sent out by America’s 
leading educational body, The National Education Association, to the effect that hatred 
of the enemy and desire for revenge should not be taught in the public schools. 

“We shall not attempt to state whether it is either desirable or necessary for a 
soldier in combat to be motivated by hatred and revenge,” the statement read. “How- 
ever, if such emotions are, in fact, necessary or desirable for soldiers, we believe their 
cultivation is a responsibility that should be assumed by the Army rather than by the 
schools. We especially deplore the cultivation of such traits among the younger chil- 
dren and others who are not likely to see military service. The spiritual casualties of 
—, will be great enough and lasting enough, without any help from the teaching pro- 
ession. 


“Violent and confused emotions, malignant indictments of entire nations and races 
are the characteristic weapons of dictators. They are not suitable weapons for nations 
conducting a great crusade for the extension of liberty and justice to all peoples every- 
where in the world.” 

The report pointed out that the contribution the war can make to education and 
character development lies in the direction of the encouragement of a sense of thrift, 
self-sacrifice for a lofty cause, valor and devotion to the common good. 

“Let our young people be taught a strong and positive love of freedom and fair 
play, and the strength of their opposition to slavery and injustice will be irresistible.” 
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War Pays 


When the defense program began, President Roosevelt assured 
us that there would be no war millionaires this time. The public 
remembered the hundreds of new millionaires the other World War 
produced. It has now become known that a four volume study on 
recent war profits has been made by research men of the Office of 
Price Administration. This study presented facts so uncomfortable 
and dangerous to the public state of mind that, though completed 
in November, it has not yet been permitted to reach the public eye. 

The OPA study covers the activities of 1,753 of the larger in- 
dustrial corporations and, according to Albert Hamilton reporting 
to labor circles, the aggregate 1941 profits (after all taxes) increased 
56 percent from the 1939 level. In 50 major industrial groups (coal, 
railroad equipment, etc.), eleven more than doubled their profits from 
1939 to 1941, and only half of them showed less than a 50 percent 
gain, all this despite the plea of many corporations that they were 
being bankrupted by the current tax programs. 

A dangerous trend toward centralization of wealth is also noted: 
The 1,753 large corporations chosen for the study represented less 
than one percent of the total number reporting net income, but their 
profits were more than half of the total profits of all corporations. 
In 1939, less than one-third of the fifty industrial groups realized 
a profit of ten percent or more on sales; in 1940 the proportion of 
corporations earning at least ten percent rose to more than half, and 
by 1941, the proportion had risen to more than two-thirds. The 
first volume of the study reports that the return on “sales rose from 
eight percent in 1939, to almost fourteen percent in 1941.” 

Profit increases before income taxes ranged from 11 percent to 
955 percent. For the total growp, profits before taxes rose 4.5 bil- 
lions of dollars, or an average of over 150 percent, between 1939 and 
1941. 

Again you can see how profitable 1941 was for the makers of 
munitions from another analysis of the profits of nine major cor- 
porations in 1941 as contrasted with the pre-war average for the 
years 1936-1939. All firms cited produce directly and almost ex- 
clusively for the war effort. Their increase in profits in 1941 over 
the 1936-1939 average, after payment of taxes, Was: 

General Motors 20% 
Curtiss Wright 994% 
Bethlehem Steel 123% 
Douglas Aircraft 930 % 
Consolidated Aircraft 962 % 
Glenn Martin 177 % 
United Aircraft 321% 
New York Shipbuilding 2420 % 
Lockheed Aircraft 961 % 

The Office of Price Administration, after surveying the records 
of 200 important war contractors, found that their 1941 profits after 
taxes, “were about 80 percent above the pre-war average.” 

Most of this information is not getting into your daily news- 
papers because the press is being forced to distribute the myth that 
the nation’s workers and farmers are the war profiteers. Thus every 
request for increased wages or higher farm prices to meet the svar- 
ing cost of living will be shouted down. 

This does not justify the extreme position that big business pro- 
motes war, but it does support the conviction that blood and profits 
still mix far too easily for the cause of peace to be fulfilled without 
a far-reaching spiritual transformation in human society. 


Between the Lines 


The Christian Layman’s Information Service 





Vol. II, No. 4 February 15, 1943 





$1.00 a year. Published every two weeks 


Published by CHARLES A. WELLS 
152 Madison Avenue New York City 


Reentered as second class matter October 24, 1942 
at the post office at New York, N. Y., 
under the Act of March 3, 1899. 


Jim Crow, Censor 


A news story published in leading northern papers two months 
ago has not yet broken into print in the South. The story, originat- 
ing as a feature article in the New York Herald Tribune was called 
“Help from Africa’s Jungles’” and was concerned with the exploits 
of colored troops overseas. 


Russian Viewpoint 


We realize how much effort was made in Washington to make it 
appear that, even although Stalin did not come to the Roosevelt- 
Churchill conference in Africa, everything is perfectly hunky-dory 
between Moscow, London and Washington. We wish it was true, 
but our listening posts advise us that that is not the case. Moreover, 
here is a report from a prominent Russian scholar, [van Spector 
of the University of Washington, who is thoroughly conversant with 
Soviet affairs. The report was recently made public in a limited 
way and throws light on the situation. The picture does not, how- 
ever, jibe with our Washington releases: 

“Last year,’ states Mr. Spector, “the Russians did fit:d time to 
send Molotov to London and Washington. This winter, if neither 
Stalin nor Molotov could spare the time, Litvinov could very ably 
have represented Russian interests at Casablanca. 

“Undoubtedly, the presence of Russian and Chinese celegates at 
Casablanca would have left a deeper impression upon the outside 
world of the united efforts of the Allied powers in matters of mili- 
tary strategy. Such a conference would have been, de facto, the 
much desired Allied war council. Otherwise, it is just another 
Roosevelt-Churchill meet. 

“Anyone familiar with the Russian outlook will advance several 
reasons for the absence of Soviet representation at Casablanca. 

“In the first place, as a result of their disappointment over such 
matters as Molotov’s trip to London and Washington, the Russians 
are not likely to send another first-rate delegate to confer with Anglo- 
American leaders unless they feel sure that the discussion will be 
followed up promptly by action. Last year they wanted to co- 
ordinate their plans with those of the Allies. But when the Allies 
claimed lack of preparedness for offensive action, the Russians went 
ahead with their own program. 

“Second, anyone who reads the Russian press can see that the 
Russians have been disappointed over the outcome of the North 
African campaign, from the military as well as from the political 
standpoint. They had anticipated that the Allies would have clear- 
ed the African hurdle and landed in Europe at least a month ago 
when the Nazi army began to deteriorate on the eastern front. They 
regret that the Allies are going to spend the winter there, which is 
just what the Germans want, and why they are using every possible 
expedient to prolong the African campaign.” 

Furthermore, while Russians were dying by the thousands at Sta- 
lingrad, they were irritated to read of the grandiose speeches of 
Anglo-American leaders about how they—the Anglo-Americans— 
would reorganize the post-war world. 

“It should be said again that whether or not we agree with the 
Russian point of view, it does not alter the fact that they think as 
they do, or that it is of great importance to us to know and to under- 
stand their outlook. Thousands of British and American lives are 
being lost because of our previous ignorance of both the Nazis and 
the Russians.” 





